
How to Help Your Child with  

     Word Study 
In Rm. 14, we have a 20 minute word study period every day.  Students are placed into groups based on developmental 

level.  However, the group isn’t stagnant—students move throughout the year as they grow. 

Why Word Study? 

1) Students gain both specific (high frequency words) and general (rules, regularities, patterns) knowledge about 

words.  

2) Humans make sense of the world through categorizing. 

3) Judgment and analysis are needed, not just memorization. 

**The main tool used for this learning is sorting.  Each week your child will bring home a word sort that has 

been introduced and practiced in class.  Please practice 2-3 times a week with him/her.  Here are some ideas 

on how to use the word sort at home:       

 Sort the words into their correct categories 

 Time your child to see how quickly he/she can correctly sort the words and note improvement throughout the 

week 

 Write the categories with a key word for your student and then call out the words and have them write it in the 

correct category 

 Go on a “Word Hunt” to look not only for the word study words, but words that also follow the same pattern 

 Have your child create a Wordle: http://www.wordle.net/ 

 Help your child create a crossword puzzle: http://www.puzzle-maker.com/ 

 Assist your child in writing the words in alphabetical order 

 Have students separate their words into 2 different categories:  

Words I Know/Words I’m Learning 

 Illustrate the word (make sure to write the word next to it) 

 Write the words in cursive 

 “Work out” to the words (jump rope, do jumping jacks, play basketball, etc. while spelling)  

 

Word Study Assessments (“Spelling Tests”) are graded differently.  If a student uses the 

feature correctly that is being studied but spells the word wrong, it is given one point.  Each 

spelling word is worth two points; one for using feature correctly & one for the correct 

spelling.   

For example:  Let’s say your son/daughter’s list for the week is focusing on the “oi” and “oy” patterns in 

words.  The word “choice” is given on the test.  Your son/daughter spells it  “choise.”  That answer is given 

one point because they have used the feature being studied correctly.  HOWEVER, I will write the correct 

spelling to the side and students will need to record it in their Writing Folder so that they know the correct 

spelling. 

Your child will have 15 words from his/her sort on the Word Study Assessment (“Spelling 

Test”) and five weekly word wall words.  Word Wall Words will be posted in the classroom 

during the assessment, and will be counted for correct spelling. 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=abc's&hl=en&safe=active&sa=X&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&biw=1024&bih=597&tbm=isch&tbnid=19Z6KXerKszxmM:&imgrefurl=http://languageartsgames.4you4free.com/abc.html&docid=ojjjudfHzkdZAM&w=353&h=368&ei=PSI8TtajFc2psAKasw0&zoom=1
http://www.wordle.net/
http://www.puzzle-maker.com/

